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The central lesson

A green “backup completed” message proves that a job ran. It does not prove that the business can
recover. If the production administrator, hosting account, compromised single sign-on tenant,
automation token, or ransomware operator can also delete every recovery copy, shorten retention,
disable alerts, revoke encryption keys, or corrupt the backup catalog, the backup remains inside the
same blast radius as production.

The durable fix is not simply “buy more storage.” It is to design a recovery boundary: define what
the business must restore, separate destructive authority, protect a usable copy from production
credentials, monitor the recovery plane independently, and repeatedly prove that people can
restore the complete service within an acceptable time.

Educational and defensive scope

The examples in this guide use fictitious systems, reserved example domains, conceptual
permissions, and a local Python laboratory. The laboratory creates and removes harmless files only
under ~/sunimod-backup-boundary-1lab. It does not connect to a cloud provider, hosting account,
backup product, or production system, and it uses no privileged commands.

Audit, test, or change only systems you own or are explicitly authorized to assess. Do not test
recovery resilience by deleting real snapshots, retention policies, backup catalogs, encryption keys,
or production data. Use a designated laboratory, an isolated test tenant, or a provider-supported
restore exercise with an approved rollback plan.

In this guide

What the vulnerability is

Backup terms that matter

How the attack chain works

An intentionally vulnerable design
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13. Key takeaways
14. Sources and further reading

1. What the vulnerability is

This weakness is a failure to separate production control from recovery control. It is not necessarily a
software defect with a public vulnerability number. It is an architectural and operational condition in
which one compromised identity, administrative plane, account, host, or dependency can affect both the
live system and every practical way to recover it.

Shared destructive authority

Consider a small business website with a database, uploaded documents, payment or customer
integrations, DNS records, application configuration, and a nightly archive. The archive may be current
and encrypted, yet recovery can still fail when any of the following are true:
* The same hosting administrator can delete the website, database, snapshots, and backup repository.
* The backup service account can create copies and also purge them or shorten their retention.

* Production and backup management use the same password, identity provider, multifactor device,
recovery email address, or emergency administrator.

* The backup directory is mounted on the production server and writable by the application or server
administrator.

* Snapshots, replicas, and backups live in the same provider account with no independent approval or
protected retention.

* The encryption keys, key-management account, and encrypted copies are controlled by the same
compromised authority.

* Backup alerts are delivered through the same email, chat, monitoring, or ticketing system that the
intruder can silence.

* The restore instructions, infrastructure definitions, passwords, DNS records, certificates, and vendor
contacts exist only inside the damaged environment.

An attacker does not need to break the backup software’s encryption to prevent recovery. Deleting the
encrypted copy, deleting its key, changing retention, corrupting the catalog, disabling the job, or making
the restore process untrustworthy may be enough.

A successful job is not proof of recoverability

A meaningful recovery claim must answer several different questions. Treating them as one “backup
status” hides the gaps that matter most during an incident.

Recovery Question the business must answer What can go wrong
property

Scope Does the copy include every required data set, The database is present, but uploaded files, DNS, certificates,
configuration, key, dependency, and instruction? application secrets, or infrastructure configuration are missing.
Currency How much recent work would be lost? The job ran nightly even though the business can tolerate only one

hour of data loss.
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Recovery Question the business must answer What can go wrong
property
Independe  Can production credentials or infrastructure alter The intruder who controls production can delete the backup or its
nce the recovery copy? key.
Integrity Is the copy complete and unchanged from the Corruption, truncation, malware, or an incomplete application-
trusted recovery point? consistent copy remains unnoticed.

Restorabilit = Can the team turn the copy into a working service? The archive extracts, but the database will not start or the

y application cannot authenticate to dependencies.

Timeliness Can recovery finish before business impact A theoretically usable copy requires days to transfer, rebuild, or
becomes unacceptable? validate.

Authority Who can delete, restore, change retention, grant One ordinary administrator controls every destructive recovery
access, or alter policy? action.

Evidence Can the business prove what was copied, tested, Logs and test records disappeared with the production
changed, and restored? environment.

The weakness exists when the organization cannot confidently answer these questions before an
emergency. A backup that has never been restored is an untested assumption; a restore that depends on
compromised authority is an unsafe recovery path.

2. Backup terms that matter

Different copy technologies solve different problems. Labels vary by provider, so evaluate the behavior
rather than trusting the product name.

Backup, snapshot, replication, sync, and archive

Copy Primary purpose Common strength Common recovery trap
type
Back Create recovery copies on a schedule or Can provide point-in-time May still share credentials, account ownership,
up after a change. history and independent retention controls, or dependencies with
storage. production.
Snap Capture a point-in-time state of a Often fast to create and May depend on the same storage system, account,
shot volume, database, virtual machine, or restore for operational baseline, or administrative plane as production.
storage system. mistakes.
Repli Maintain a second copy with low delay. Supports availability and Deletion, corruption, encryption, or malicious
catio low data loss for some changes may replicate quickly as well.
n failures.
File Keep files available across devices or Convenient collaboration Deletion or encryption may synchronize; application
sync services. and version access. state and system dependencies may be absent.
Archi Retain records for a long period. Supports historical Retrieval may be slow, application recovery may be
ve retention and reference. incomplete, and archive administration may not be
isolated.

A snapshot can be valuable recovery material, but it does not automatically create an independent
backup boundary. Replication can reduce outage time, but it is not a substitute for protected historical
recovery points. Encryption protects confidentiality; it does not prevent an authorized but compromised
administrator from deleting the encrypted object or its key.
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Immutability is not a magic word

Protected retention, write-once behavior, or object locking can materially reduce deletion risk, but
the effective control depends on who can configure it, whether retention can be shortened,
whether an account or vault can be removed, how keys are controlled, what emergency bypass
exists, and whether monitoring detects policy changes. Verify the provider’'s current behavior and
test it in an authorized environment.

3. How the attack chain works

MITRE ATT&CK documents both Backup Software Discovery and Inhibit System Recovery. The practical
lesson is that recovery systems are part of the target, not a neutral safety net an intruder will ignore.

1. Initial access is obtained. The entry point could be a stolen administrator session, vulnerable
remote service, compromised endpoint, malicious integration, exposed credential, or another path
into the environment.

2. The intruder gains useful authority. The attacker reaches an account, token, host, or management
plane that can affect production. The initial identity does not need universal control if it can assume
a broader role or reach stored administrative credentials.

3. Recovery technology is discovered. Installed agents, scheduled tasks, mounted volumes, scripts,
provider consoles, environment variables, documentation, log messages, and network connections
reveal where copies are stored and how they are managed.

4. Recovery dependencies are mapped. The attacker identifies backup catalogs, retention policy,
encryption keys, identity providers, DNS, configuration repositories, automation, notification
channels, and the people or accounts that can approve a restore.

5. Future protection is weakened. Jobs may be disabled, schedules changed, retention shortened,
alerts redirected, monitoring muted, agents uninstalled, or new copies made dependent on
compromised data.

6. Existing recovery points are damaged. Accessible snapshots, replicas, local archives, prior object
versions, backup catalogs, or keys may be deleted, encrypted, corrupted, or made administratively
unreachable.

7. Production impact is triggered. Live data or systems are encrypted, deleted, altered, shut down, or
otherwise made unavailable after the recovery path has been weakened.

8. The outage expands beyond the original system. Identity, DNS, source repositories, deployment
automation, certificates, integrations, and documentation may also be unavailable, so rebuilding one
server does not restore the business service.

9. Recovery pressure becomes leverage. The organization faces more data loss, longer downtime,
less reliable evidence, and fewer trustworthy options. Extortion or emergency decision pressure
increases even when some copies still exist.
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Conditions that determine severity
The same design flaw can range from inconvenient to existentially disruptive depending on what the
affected system supports. Prioritize the assessment by asking:
* Can a production identity delete recovery copies, change retention, disable versioning, or revoke the
key required to decrypt them?

* Are production and recovery administered through the same provider account, identity tenant,
administrator group, endpoint, and multifactor recovery path?

¢ Is at least one usable recovery copy inaccessible to normal production credentials?
* Can the backup writer append a new copy without receiving permission to delete old copies?

* Does a destructive backup action require a separate identity, step-up authentication, approval,
waiting period, or protected retention control?

* Are backup alerts and audit logs delivered outside the production blast radius?

* Are application data, infrastructure configuration, DNS, certificates, keys, source code, deployment
instructions, and vendor dependencies all recoverable?

* Has a representative restore been completed recently enough to support the claimed recovery time?

* Can the organization identify a last known-good point before malicious persistence, corruption, or
data theft began?

4. An intentionally vulnerable design

The following examples are designed to make the trust failure visible. They are not production templates.

A nightly archive on the same authority boundary

This script creates a compressed copy on the same server and lets the same operating-system
authority remove old copies. It may help recover from an accidental file edit, but it does not create
a protected cyber-recovery boundary.

#!/usx/bin/env bash
set -Eeuo pipefail

SITE_ROOT="/srv/example-app"
BACKUP_ROOT="/srv/example-backups"
STAMP="$ (date -u +%Y%m%dT%H%M%SZ)"

mkdir -p "${BACKUP_ROOT}"
tar -C "${SITE_ROOT}" -czf "${BACKUP_ROOT}/site-${STAMP}.tar.gz" .

# The same operating-system account also removes old recovery copies.
find "${BACKUP_ROOT}" \

-type f \

-name 'site-*.tar.gz' \

-mtime +7 \

-delete
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printf 'Backup completed: %s\n' "${BACKUP_ROOT}/site-${STAMP}.tar.gz"

Several issues combine:

* The live files and recovery files share a host-level failure and administrative boundary.
* The backup account has deletion authority because it performs retention cleanup.

* No independent copy, protected retention, or separate administrator is represented.
* The script does not prove that a live database was captured consistently.

* No manifest, integrity validation, independent alert, or restore test is recorded.

* The seven-day retention is a technical choice with no demonstrated connection to the business'’s
acceptable data loss or investigation window.

The script can truthfully print “Backup completed” while the business remains unable to survive
compromise of the server administrator.

One principal controls production and recovery

The next example is provider-neutral conceptual JSON, not syntax for a real cloud or backup platform. It
shows the dangerous decision: one principal can destroy production, destroy backups, alter retention,
and silence alerts.

{

"policy_name": "fictitious-shared-administration",

"principal": "prod-admin",

"allowed_actions": [
"production:read",
"production:write",
"production:delete"”,
"backup:create",
"backup:read",
"backup:restore",
"backup:delete",
"backup:change-retention",
"backup:disable-alerts"

1.

"resources": [
"production:customer-portal",
"backup-vault:customer-portal"

1

}

The exploit is an authorization consequence. Once prod-admin is compromised, no additional backup-
product vulnerability is required. The attacker uses authority the business intentionally granted.
Monitoring may record the actions as valid administrative events unless the organization distinguishes
expected changes from destructive recovery-plane behavior.
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5. Safe local demonstration: one compromised role, two
outcomes

This local laboratory models two policies. Under the vulnerable policy, the production administrator can
delete both live data and the recovery copy. Under the hardened policy, the same production
compromise can delete live data but cannot delete the protected copy; a separate recovery custodian can
restore it.

* Requires Python 3.

* Creates files only under ~/sunimod-backup-boundary-1lab.

* Refuses to overwrite that path when it already exists.

* Contacts no network service and uses no cloud or hosting credentials.

Models authorization decisions in code; it does not claim to reproduce a provider’s real access-
control engine.

Save the following file as backup_boundary_lab.py.

#!/usx/bin/env python3
"""Local-only demonstration of backup authorization boundaries."""

from __future__ import annotations

import json
import shutil
from pathlib import Path

LAB_ROOT = Path.home() / "sunimod-backup-boundary-lab"

POLICIES = {
"vulnerable": {
"backup-service": {"create_backup"},
"prod-admin": {
"delete_production",
"delete_backup",
"change_retention",
}
"recovery-custodian": {"restore_backup"},
},
"hardened": {
"backup-service": {"create_backup"},
"prod-admin": {"delete_production"},
"recovery-custodian": {"restore_backup"},
"backup-security-admin": {"change_retention"},

def allowed(policy_name: str, principal: str, action: str) -> bool:
return action in POLICIES[policy_name].get(principal, set())

create_scenario(policy_name: str) -> tuple[Path, Path, Path]:
scenario_root = LAB_ROOT / policy_name

production = scenario_root / "production" / "customer-records.json"
recovery_copy = scenario_root / "recovery-vault" / "customer-records.json"
restored = scenario_root / "restored" / "customer-records.json"

production.parent.mkdir(parents=True)

sunimod.com/field-notes/ Christopher Jacobson | Page 8



SUNIMOD FIELD The Backup Your Server Can Delete Is Not a Recovery Plan: How Shared Administrative Control Turns Ransomware Into a

NOTES

recovery_copy.parent.mkdir(parents=True)
production.write_text(
json.dumps (
{
"tenant": "northwind.example",
"record_count": 3,
"classification": "fictitious-lab-data",
},
indent=2,
)
+ "\,
encoding="utf-8",

if not allowed(policy_name, "backup-service", "create_backup")
raise RuntimeError("The backup service cannot create a recovery copy.")

shutil.copy2(production, recovery_copy)
return production, recovery_copy, restored

delete_as(

policy_name: str,

principal: str,

action: str,

path: Path,

) -> bool:

if not allowed(policy_name, principal, action):
print (f"DENIED: {principal} lacks {action}")
return False

path.unlink(missing_ok=True)
print (f"ALLOWED: {principal} performed {action}")
return True

restore_as(

policy_name: str,

principal: str,

recovery_copy: Path,

restored: Path,

) -> bool:

if not allowed(policy_name, principal, "restore_backup"):
print (f"DENIED: {principal} lacks restore_backup")
return False

if not recovery_copy.is_file():
print ("RESTORE FAILED: recovery copy is missing")
return False

restored.parent.mkdir(parents=True, exist_ok=True)
shutil.copy2(recovery_copy, restored)

print (f"RESTORED: {principal} created {restored}")
return True

run_scenario(policy_name: str) -> None:
production, recovery_copy, restored = create_scenario(policy_name)

print(f"\n=== {policy_name.upper()} POLICY ===")
print("Simulated compromise: prod-admin authority is abused.")
delete_as(

policy_name,

"prod-admin",

"delete_production",

production,
)
delete_as(

policy_name,

"prod-admin",

"delete_backup",

recovery_copy,

print (f"production_exists={str(production.exists()).lowexr()}")

sunimod.com/field-notes/
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print (f"recovery_copy_exists={str(recovery_copy.exists()).lower()}")
restored_ok = restore_as(

policy_name,

"recovery-custodian",

recovery_copy,

restored,
)

print(f"restore_possible={str(restored_ok).lowexr()}")

main() -> int:

if LAB_ROOT.exists():
print (f"Refusing to overwrite existing path: {LAB_ROOT}")
return 2

LAB_ROOT .mkdir (parents=True)

run_scenario("vulnerable")

run_scenario("hardened")

print(f"\nLab complete. Review files under {LAB_ROOT}.")

print("No network service, cloud account, or privileged command was used.")
return 0

if __name__ == "_ main__":
raise SystemExit(main())

Run it from a terminal:

python3 backup_boundary_lab.py

A tested run produces the following shape. Your home-directory path may differ.

=== VULNERABLE POLICY ===

Simulated compromise: prod-admin authority is abused.
ALLOWED: prod-admin performed delete_production
ALLOWED: prod-admin performed delete_backup
production_exists=false

recovery_copy_exists=false

RESTORE FAILED: recovery copy is missing
restore_possible=false

=== HARDENED POLICY ===

Simulated compromise: prod-admin authority is abused.

ALLOWED: prod-admin performed delete_production

DENIED: prod-admin lacks delete_backup

production_exists=false

recovery_copy_exists=true

RESTORED: recovery-custodian created /home/demo/sunimod-backup-boundary-lab/hardened/restored/customer-recoxrds.json
restore_possible=true

Lab complete. Review files under /home/demo/sunimod-backup-boundary-lab.
No network service, cloud account, or privileged command was used.

What the lab proves

The simulated compromise is identical in both scenarios: prod-admin is abused. The result changes
because the authority boundary changes. In the vulnerable policy, the compromised principal can
remove the recovery copy. In the hardened policy, the destructive backup action is denied and the
separate recovery custodian can restore the surviving copy.
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This is the core control objective: loss of production authority must not automatically mean loss of every
recovery option.

What the lab does not prove

The laboratory does not simulate ransomware, credential theft, a cloud control plane, malware
persistence, data exfiltration, database consistency, encryption-key recovery, provider account closure, or
a complete business restore. It isolates one fact: a permission boundary can preserve a recovery copy
after production authority is lost.

After reviewing the output, remove the exact lab directory through your normal file-management
process. Confirm the path before deleting anything.

6. How to audit your own environment

Start with a business-service inventory, not a list of backup products. A customer portal may depend on a
web application, database, object storage, identity provider, DNS, certificates, email delivery, payment
service, source repository, deployment automation, configuration, and vendor access. A copy of only the
database may not restore the service customers use.

Build a business-centered recovery inventory

For each critical service, record:

* The business owner, technical owner, recovery decision-maker, and after-hours contacts.
* The service's purpose, customers, revenue path, operational dependencies, and manual workaround.
* The recovery point objective: how much recent data loss the business can tolerate.

* The recovery time objective: how long the service can remain unavailable before impact becomes
unacceptable.

* Every required data set, configuration item, identity dependency, key, certificate, domain,
integration, and software component.

* Where each recovery copy lives, what it depends on, how long it is retained, and who can alter or
delete it.

* Which identities can create, read, restore, delete, change retention, grant access, change policy, or
remove the account.

* The last successful backup, integrity check, restore test, application validation, and owner sign-off.

* Where logs and recovery instructions live when production systems are unavailable.

The following fictitious inventory is intentionally weak so the scanner can find meaningful gaps.

{
"systems": [
{

"name": "Fictitious Customer Portal",

"owner": "Customer Operations",

"production_admin_principals": [
"hosting-admins"
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"backup_delete_principals": [
"hosting-admins"

1,

"backup_fault_domain": "same-host",

"separate_backup_account": false,

"deletion_protection": false,

"offline_or_isolated_copy": false,

"independent_alerting": false,

"rpo_hours": 24,

"rto_hours": 8,

"last_restore_test": "2025-11-15",

"max_restore_test_age_days": 90

Run a read-only gap check

The following script reads the JSON inventory and flags modeled control conditions. It does not connect
to a provider, inspect live permissions, or certify that a backup is recoverable. Run it only against an
inventory you are authorized to review.

#!/usx/bin/env python3
"""Read-only review of a fictitious backup-control inventory."""

from __future__ import annotations

import argparse

import json

from datetime import date
from pathlib import Path
from typing import Any

def parse_args() -> argparse.Namespace:
parser = argparse.ArgumentParsex()
parser.add_argument (
"inventory",
type=Path,
help="Path to the recovery inventory JSON file."
)
parser.add_argument (
"--as-of",
type=date.fromisoformat,
default=date.today(),
help="Evaluation date in YYYY-MM-DD format.",
)

return parser.parse_args()

add(findings: list[str], condition: bool, message: str) -> None:
if condition:
findings.append(message)

evaluate(system: dict[str, Any], as_of: date) -> list[str]:
findings: list[str] = []

production_admins = set(system.get("production_admin_principals",
backup_deleters = set(system.get("backup_delete_principals", []))
shared = sorted(production_admins & backup_deleters)

add(
findings,
bool (shared),
"shared destructive authority: " + ", ".join(shared),
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add (
findings,
system.get("backup_fault_domain") == "same-host",
"recovery copy is stored in the production host fault domain",
)
add(
findings,
not system.get("separate_backup_account", False),
"backup administration is not separated into another account or equivalent boundary",
)
add (
findings,
not system.get("deletion_protection", False),
"no documented deletion protection or protected retention",
)
add(
findings,
not system.get("offline_or_isolated_copy", False),
"no documented offline or isolated cyber-recovery copy",
)
add (
findings,
not system.get("independent_alerting", False),
"backup failures and destructive changes lack independent alerting",

test_value = system.get("last_restore_test")
max_age = int(system.get("max_restore_test_age_days", 90))
if not test_value:
findings.append("no restore test date is recorded")
else:
test_date = date.fromisoformat(test_value)
age = (as_of - test_date).days
add(
findings,
age > max_age,
f"last restore test is {age} days old; policy maximum is {max_age}",

for field in ("owner", "rpo_hours", "rto_hours"):
add (
findings,
system.get(field) in (None, ""),
f'required business field is missing: {field}",

return findings

main() -> int:

args = parse_args()

data = json.loads(args.inventory.read_text(encoding="utf-8"))
systems = data.get("systems", [])

total_findings = @
for system in systems:
name = system.get("name", "unnamed system")
findings = evaluate(system, args.as_of)
print (f"\n{name}")
if not findings:
print(" OK: no modeled control gaps found")
continue
for finding in findings:
print(f" FINDING: {finding}")
total_findings += len(findings)

print(f"\nTotal findings: {total_findings}")
return 1 if total_findings else @

if __name__ == "_ _main__":
raise SystemExit(main())
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Save the script as audit_recovery_inventory.py, save the inventory as recovery_inventory.json,
and run:

python3 audit_recovery_inventory.py recovery_inventory.json --as-of 2026-07-20

The example returns a nonzero exit status because findings exist:

Fictitious Customer Portal
FINDING: shared destructive authority: hosting-admins
FINDING: recovery copy is stored in the production host fault domain
FINDING: backup administration is not separated into another account or equivalent boundary
FINDING: no documented deletion protection or protected retention
FINDING: no documented offline or isolated cyber-recovery copy
FINDING: backup failures and destructive changes lack independent alerting
FINDING: last restore test is 247 days old; policy maximum is 9@

Total findings: 7

A scanner result is a starting point. Confirm each finding against the actual provider account, role
inheritance, emergency access, retention behavior, key ownership, network path, restore process, and
business requirement. Hidden organization-level permissions or provider support paths may change the
effective authority.

7. How to design a recovery boundary

The strongest design uses several independent controls. No single product feature should carry the
entire recovery claim.

Separate production, backup writing, recovery, and policy administration
Different duties need different authority:
* Production runtime reads or writes the live application data it needs. It receives no backup-
management permission.

* Backup writer can create or append recovery copies but cannot delete existing copies or shorten
retention.

* Recovery custodian can read or restore approved copies after an incident process, but does not
routinely administer production.

* Backup security administrator can change policy under controlled conditions, but does not need
ordinary access to business data.

* Auditor or monitoring service can read configuration and events without receiving destructive
authority.

Separate names alone are not enough. Evaluate whether the identities share the same root account,
identity provider, administrator group, endpoint, multifactor device, recovery email, password manager,
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federation trust, or support channel. A production administrator who can reset the recovery custodian’s
identity still controls the boundary indirectly.

Protect retention and destructive changes

* Use provider-supported protected retention, write-once controls, deletion locks, or equivalent
features where they fit the workload.

* Prevent the ordinary backup writer from deleting or overwriting prior recovery points.

* Require a separate role, stronger authentication, and deliberate approval for retention reduction,
policy removal, key destruction, vault deletion, or account closure.

* Alert on attempted and successful destructive changes, including actions denied by policy.

* Preserve enough historical depth to recover from delayed discovery, not only immediate hardware
failure.

* Test emergency access before an incident, and keep it from becoming a permanent bypass.

Protect the dependencies required to rebuild

A complete recovery set may include more than application data:

* Database schemas, transaction logs, uploaded files, object storage, and search indexes.

* Application source, verified release artifacts, dependency locks, infrastructure definitions, and
deployment instructions.

* DNS zones, domain registrar access, certificates, private keys, key-recovery material, and certificate-
renewal procedures.

« Identity configuration, service accounts, authorization rules, multifactor recovery methods, and
emergency contacts.

* Integration configuration for payment, email, shipping, accounting, customer support, analytics, and
other vendors.

¢ License information, software installers, required runtime versions, and trusted build inputs.
* Recovery runbooks, business priorities, communication templates, vendor support details, and

decision authority.

Store recovery instructions where the team can reach them when the main identity tenant, collaboration
platform, password manager, or network is unavailable. Sensitive material still requires encryption,
access control, and disciplined handling.

Monitor from outside the blast radius

Independent monitoring should detect more than job failure. Useful events include:

* A backup schedule, policy, destination, encryption key, retention period, or protected-retention mode
changes.

* Arecovery copy, vault, snapshot, account, or catalog is deleted or deletion is attempted.

* A new principal receives restore, delete, retention, policy, key-management, or account-
administration rights.
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* Backup volume drops unexpectedly, copy age exceeds the objective, or the job succeeds much faster
than normal.

¢ Integrity validation fails, expected data sets disappear, or restore tests become overdue.

* Alerts are disabled, redirected, acknowledged by an unusual identity, or stop arriving.

Deliver critical events to a logging and notification path that production administrators cannot casually
erase. Monitoring should tell responders what changed, who changed it, which copies are affected, and
whether a protected recovery point remains.

Illustrative target state

The following YAML is a design record, not a copy-ready provider configuration. The RPO, RTO,
retention, roles, approval method, and copy locations must be chosen from the business impact
and the real platform’s capabilities.

system:
name: "Fictitious Customer Portal"
business_owner: "Customer Operations"
technical_owner: "Platform Operations"

business_objectives:
rpo_hours: 4
rto_hours: 8
recovery_priority: 1

recovery_copies:

- purpose: "operational recovery"
fault_domain: "separate storage service"
administration: "backup operations"
protected_retention_days: 30
purpose: "cyber-attack recovery"
fault_domain: "separate account and separate region"
administration: "recovery custodians"
production_credentials_accepted: false
deletion_requires_dual_approval: true
restore_target: "isolated staging"”

service_identities:
production_runtime:
can_write_production: true
can_read_backup: false
can_delete_backup: false
backup_writer:
can_create_recovery_copy: true
can_delete_recovery_copy: false
can_shorten_retention: false
recovery_custodian:
can_restore: true
can_change_retention: false
backup_security_admin:
can_change_policy: true
can_read_business_data: false

monitoring:
independent_from_production: true
alert_on:
missed backup
failed integrity validation
retention reduction
recovery-copy deletion attempt
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- backup-policy change
- restore-test overdue

testing:
restore_test_cadence_days: 90
evidence_required:

selected recovery point
integrity result
observed rpo

observed rto
application validation
owner sign-off

8. How to prove that restores work

Testing should answer a business question: can the organization restore a trustworthy, usable service
within the agreed loss and downtime limits? Extracting one archive is necessary evidence, not the entire
answetr.

Restore into isolated staging

Do not automatically restore an untrusted recovery point into the production environment. Use an
isolated staging environment with restricted network access to validate the copy, investigate malware or
persistence, confirm application behavior, and choose the correct recovery point.

The following local example checks a SHA-256 manifest, extracts an archive into a new staging path, and
verifies that two expected files exist. It does not start an application or connect to a database.

#1/usr/bin/env bash
set -Eeuo pipefail

stomer-portal-20260720T010000Z . tar.gz"
"customer-portal-20260720T010000Z . sha256"
STAGING="${HOME}/sunimod-restore-staging"

if [[ -e "${STAGING}" 1]; then
printf 'Refusing to reuse staging path: %s\n' "${STAGING}"
exit 2

fi

sha256sum --check "${MANIFEST}"
mkdir -p "${STAGING}"
tar -xzf "${ARCHIVE}" -C "${STAGING}"

test -f "${STAGING}/app/config/version.txt"
test -f "${STAGING}/data/customer-records.json"

printf 'Integrity check passed and expected files exist in %s\n' "${STAGING}"

A checksum proves that the archive matches the trusted manifest used for comparison. It does not
prove that the source was clean, that the manifest was protected, that the backup is application-
consistent, or that the restored service is safe to release. Use the example only with an archive you
control; a production restore process should also reject unsafe paths, unexpected device files, links,
owners, and permissions according to the archive format and restore tool.
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Verify integrity and business function

A representative exercise should include:

* Select a recovery point using incident timing and business requirements.
* Validate archive, media, catalog, and manifest integrity from a trusted management environment.
* Scan and investigate the copy before introducing it to a clean recovery network.

* Restore the operating environment, application, database, files, configuration, identity
dependencies, keys, and integrations needed for the test scope.

* Confirm database consistency and application migrations.

* Test authentication, authorization, critical workflows, forms, orders, reports, notifications, and
integrations with safe test data.

* Measure the oldest restored transaction or record to calculate observed data loss.

* Measure elapsed time from approved activation to validated service to calculate observed recovery
time.

* Record errors, manual steps, missing dependencies, decisions, evidence, and owner acceptance.

* Destroy or protect test data according to its classification after the exercise.

Measure RPO and RTO instead of assuming them

The recovery point objective describes how much data loss the business can tolerate, expressed as the
point in time to which data must be recovered. The recovery time objective describes how long a
resource can remain unavailable before impact becomes unacceptable. These are business decisions that
drive architecture and testing; they are not values a backup product should invent.

Compare the objective with observed performance:

* Observed RPO: the time between the incident or selected recovery cutoff and the newest trusted
data actually restored.

* Observed RTO: the elapsed time from authorized recovery activation to a validated service ready for
the defined use.

A successful restore that misses the business objective is still a recovery gap. A fast restore of incomplete
or untrusted data is also a failure.

9. How to respond to suspected backup compromise

When an intruder may have reached the recovery plane, treat backup status as unknown until evidence
proves otherwise. Do not rely only on today’s console view; current policy and retention may differ from
what existed during the exposure window.

Contain the recovery plane

1. Activate incident leadership and establish who has authority to isolate, preserve, restore, and
communicate.
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2. Restrict compromised identities, revoke active sessions, rotate exposed credentials, and secure the
identity recovery paths that can reset privileged accounts.

3. Isolate backup management from affected production networks and hosts without destroying logs
or needed evidence.

4. Prevent further retention reduction, copy deletion, key destruction, or policy changes through
provider-supported containment controls.

5. Contact relevant hosting, cloud, backup, identity, cyber-insurance, legal, and incident-response
parties through verified channels appropriate to the situation.

Preserve evidence before routine cleanup

* Export audit events, policy history, role assignments, authentication logs, backup-job history, restore
history, retention changes, deletion attempts, support cases, and key-management events.

* Record exact copy identifiers, timestamps, regions, accounts, vaults, hashes, retention state, and
observed health.

* Preserve the recovery instructions and configuration used before and during the incident.

* Document which production, backup, identity, DNS, source, build, and notification systems were
reachable by each compromised identity.

* Avoid deleting accounts, logs, agents, or suspicious files until responders determine what evidence
must be retained.

Restore trust before restoring service

Recovery is not simply copying data back. Rebuild the management and identity path from trusted
sources, remove persistence, patch the initial weakness, establish clean credentials, validate the chosen
recovery point, and restore into a controlled environment. Reconnecting a clean backup to a still-
compromised production plane can recreate the incident.

Prioritize services according to business impact and dependencies. Identity, DNS, networking, keys, and
configuration may need to be recovered before the customer-facing application can function. Use explicit
exit criteria for each recovery stage rather than declaring success when a server merely starts.

10. Potential business repercussions

The impact is not limited to the cost of storage or one unavailable server. Shared recovery authority can
convert a containable incident into a prolonged business interruption.

Direct effects

How it happens What determines severity

Extended outage Production and the fastest recovery paths are lost Service criticality, alternate workflows, restore speed,
together. vendor support, and dependency availability.

Data loss beyond the = Recent copies are deleted, corrupted, or found unusable. = Copy frequency, protected history, detection delay,
expected window application consistency, and last trusted point.
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How it happens What determines severity
Interrupted revenue Orders, appointments, quotes, payments, fulfillment, How directly the system supports sales, service
and operations support, or staff workflows stop. delivery, and internal coordination.
Emergency Specialists, replacement infrastructure, expedited vendor =~ Documentation quality, system complexity, provider
rebuilding expense support, manual work, and overtime are needed. capability, and availability of clean artifacts.
Evidence loss Logs, configuration history, copy metadata, and incident Independent logging, retention, legal needs, and the
records share the compromised environment. time before containment.
Unsafe or repeated Teams restore compromised code, credentials, Isolation, investigation quality, trusted build sources,
recovery configuration, or persistence. and validation before reconnecting.

Secondary and delayed effects

* Customer confidence loss. Customers may hesitate to rely on a service that remains unavailable or
cannot explain what data is trustworthy.

* Contract and service commitment pressure. Downtime, data loss, or missed delivery obligations
may affect customers, partners, and vendors under the organization’s actual agreements.

* Privacy and security response obligations. When data theft, unauthorized access, or exposure
accompanies the outage, counsel may need to evaluate notification, regulatory, contractual, and
insurance duties based on the facts and applicable jurisdiction.

* Supply-chain disruption. Customers, staff, resellers, vendors, or connected applications may
depend on the affected service or its data.

* Decision pressure under uncertainty. Leadership may need to choose between longer
investigation, older recovery points, manual workarounds, rebuilding, or other costly options without
reliable evidence.

* Insurance and claim friction. Incomplete records, uncertain timing, untested controls, or delayed
notification can complicate coordination with an insurer; policy terms and requirements vary.

* Long-tail reconciliation. Restored systems may require manual comparison of orders, payments,
messages, files, inventory, and customer activity that occurred after the selected recovery point.

* Strategic delay. Planned launches, migrations, campaigns, and product work can stop while the
team rebuilds basic operations.

Severity depends on the business process, data sensitivity, duration, customer commitments, alternative
procedures, and whether the incident involved only availability or also unauthorized access and data
theft. Avoid generic cost estimates; model the systems and consequences that are real for the
organization.

11. How to build a durable recovery program

This weakness returns when remediation is treated as a one-time backup purchase. Sustainable recovery
assigns owners and evidence throughout the service lifecycle.
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A practical governance lifecycle

Lifecycle

stage

Required decision

Evidence to retain

Define Which business services are critical, and what data loss and Business impact analysis, owner approval, RPO, RTO, priority,
downtime can each tolerate? and workaround.

Design Which copy types, locations, identities, retention controls, Architecture, data flow, authority map, threat scenarios,
keys, and dependencies satisfy the objectives? provider capability review, and exception record.

Impleme Are production and recovery duties technically separated Role definitions, policy exports, configuration, test results,

nt and monitored? and approved emergency access.

Operate Are copies current, complete, protected, and independently Job records, manifests, alerts, capacity, integrity results,
observed? access reviews, and change history.

Test Can people restore a usable service within the objectives? Exercise scope, selected point, observed RPO and RTO,

application checks, issues, and owner sign-off.

Change Did a new application, integration, data source, identity Change review, updated inventory, revised runbook,
system, provider, or retention need alter recovery? permission diff, and new restore evidence.

Respond Which copies, accounts, keys, logs, and dependencies Incident timeline, copy identifiers, policy history, hashes,
remain trustworthy after the incident? access events, decisions, and recovery validation.

Improve What did testing or the incident reveal, and who owns each Prioritized remediation, due dates, verification results,

correction?

Useful internal measures include:

accepted risk, and leadership communication.

* Percentage of critical services with approved RPO, RTO, owner, dependency map, and tested
workaround.

* Percentage of cyber-recovery copies inaccessible to normal production credentials.

* Number of identities with backup-delete, retention-change, key-destruction, or account-removal
authority.

Age of the last successful representative restore for each critical service.

* Observed RPO and RTO compared with approved objectives.

* Time to detect a missed backup, destructive policy change, deletion attempt, or overdue restore test.

* Percentage of recovery dependencies included and validated during exercises.

* Number and age of unresolved recovery exceptions.

These are management indicators, not universal thresholds. Set targets according to the organization’s
services, customer commitments, threat exposure, data sensitivity, provider capabilities, and tolerance
for interruption.

12. A solvable Sunimod project: backup recoverability and
ransomware resilience

For a business that depends on WordPress, ecommerce, a custom web application, customer files, a
database, integrations, cloud services, or internal workflow software, this is a finite engineering and
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business-analysis problem. The work can be scoped service by service and prioritized by what would
interrupt customers, revenue, and operations.

Turn recovery evidence into a useful business system

A recurring weakness is that backup status lives in one provider console, restore evidence lives in tickets,
ownership lives in a spreadsheet, RPO and RTO live in an old document, and nobody can see the
complete recovery claim. A focused Recovery Assurance Dashboard can connect those records into an
operating workflow.

A tailored application could track systems, owners, recovery objectives, copy locations, privileged roles,
protected-retention state, last successful jobs, integrity results, restore exercises, exceptions, approvals,
and due dates. It can create a clear path from a technical alert to a business decision without storing
secrets in the dashboard.

The following conceptual table shows the type of evidence such a system might retain. The real data
model and integrations should match the organization’s providers, classification requirements, and
reporting needs.

CREATE TABLE recovery_evidence (
id INTEGER PRIMARY KEY,
system_name TEXT NOT NULL,
recovery_copy_id TEXT NOT NULL,
backup_completed_at TEXT NOT NULL,
retention_protected_until TEXT,
integrity_checked_at TEXT,
restore_tested_at TEXT,
observed_rpo_minutes INTEGER,
observed_rto_minutes INTEGER,
application_validation TEXT,
evidence_location TEXT NOT NULL,
status TEXT NOT NULL

CHECK (status IN ('healthy', 'warning', 'failed'))
):

CREATE INDEX recovery_evidence_system_time
ON recovery_evidence (system_name, backup_completed_at DESC);

What Sunimod can help deliver

* An authorized inventory of websites, applications, databases, file stores, hosting accounts, domains,
integrations, and recovery dependencies.

* A business impact workshop that translates critical workflows into documented recovery priorities,
RPOs, RTOs, and manual workarounds.

* Arecovery authority map showing production roles, backup writers, recovery custodians, policy
administrators, key owners, emergency access, and hidden reset paths.

* Configuration review for backup scope, copy location, retention, versioning, deletion protection, key
ownership, independent alerts, and audit evidence.

* A prioritized plan to separate production and recovery accounts, credentials, administrative
endpoints, and destructive permissions.
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* Implementation support for WordPress, custom applications, databases, file storage, source
repositories, configuration, DNS, certificates, and appropriate provider integrations.

* Representative restore exercises in an isolated environment, with observed RPO, observed RTO,
application validation, findings, and owner sign-off.

* Recovery runbooks that identify people, decisions, dependencies, clean rebuild steps,
communication paths, and exit criteria.

* A custom Recovery Assurance Dashboard or workflow that keeps ownership, evidence, exceptions,
and test schedules visible.

* Documentation and handoff so the business can operate, test, and improve the controls after the
project is complete.

The result should answer practical questions: What must be restored first? Which copy survives a
production administrator compromise? Who can delete it? How old is the last proven restore? What data
would be lost? How long would recovery take? Which missing dependency would stop the business from
reopening?

13. Key takeaways

* A completed backup job is not the same as a proven recovery capability.

* The same identity should not control production destruction, backup deletion, retention reduction,
and alert suppression.

* At least one usable recovery path should remain outside normal production credentials and failure
domains.

* Snapshots, replicas, sync, encryption, and immutability each solve part of the problem; none
removes the need for architecture, access review, and testing.

* Recovery must include dependencies such as identity, DNS, configuration, keys, source, deployment,
integrations, and instructions.

* Restore into isolated staging, validate integrity and business function, and measure observed RPO
and RTO.

* Independent monitoring should detect missed copies, destructive changes, permission grants,
deletion attempts, and overdue testing.

* Recovery becomes durable when ownership, evidence, exercises, change review, and improvement
are part of normal operations.
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14. Sources and further reading

* Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency: StopRansomware Guide — guidance on
offline, encrypted, tested backups and ransomware resilience.

* MITRE ATT&CK: Inhibit System Recovery, T1490 — adversary behavior intended to deny access
to backups and recovery options.

* MITRE ATT&CK: Backup Software Discovery, T1518.002 — discovery of backup software and
configuration that can inform follow-on impact activity.

* NIST Cybersecurity Framework 2.0 — includes the outcome that backups are created,
protected, maintained, and tested.

* NIST SP 800-209: Security Guidelines for Storage Infrastructure — detailed guidance on
isolation, separated storage and management systems, restricted recovery access, and
restoration assurance.

o NIST SP 800-34 Rev. 1: Contingency Planning Guide for Federal Information Systems —
guidance for business impact analysis, recovery requirements, priorities, and contingency
planning.

* NIST SP 800-184: Guide for Cybersecurity Event Recovery — technology-neutral guidance for
recovery planning, playbooks, dependencies, staging, and improvement.

Sources accessed July 20, 2026. Provider features, account models, retention behavior, product
syntax, and plan availability can change. Verify current official documentation and test controls in
an authorized environment before relying on them.

Make recovery a tested business capability

Hire Sunimod to map the systems your business depends on, identify where production authority
can still destroy recovery, separate the critical control paths, implement practical improvements,
and prove the result with a documented restore exercise.

Request a backup resilience project quote

Describe the website, application, hosting environment, database, integrations, and business
outcome you need to protect. Do not submit passwords, API keys, access tokens, encryption keys,
backup credentials, or other secrets through the form; a safer handoff can be arranged when
access is required.
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